
… And What He Knew 
 

The apostle Paul found the inner strength to live the most physically and emotionally 

demanding life imaginable because he was fully convinced that somehow in absolutely 

all things God works for the good of those who love him (Romans 8:28). Somehow—

whether it is clear to us or not—our lives are working out as they should. So his heart 

breaks forth in song (Romans 8:31-39), 

 

“What shall we say in response to this?   

If God is for us, who can be against us?  

He who did not spare his own Son,  

but gave him up for us all— 

how will he not also graciously give us all things?   

Who will bring any charge against those whom God justifies?   

Who is he that condemns?   

Christ Jesus, who died 

—more than that, who was raised to life— 

is at the right of God 

and is also interceding for us.   

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?   

Shall trouble or hardship  

or persecution or famine  

or nakedness or danger or sword?” 

 

(You think all these things mean that God is angry with you: No, No, No! You’re missing 

the big picture!) 

 

“No, in all these things  

we are more than conquerors  

through him who loved us.   

For I am convinced that neither death nor life,  

neither angels nor demons,  

neither the present nor the future,  

nor any powers,  

neither height nor depth,  

nor anything else in all creation,  

will be able to separate us from the love of God  

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

And Paul must have said these words many, many other times in his life. When he was 

adrift a day and a night in the open sea, when he was enduring yet again the forty lashes 

minus one, when the stones thudded into his body at Lystra: 

 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall trouble or hardship 

or persecution or famine  



or nakedness or danger or sword?  

In all these things  

we are more than conquerors  

through him who loved us.”  

 

Paul had found the future he could trust, and he became the first person to articulate it 

clearly. These are the things he now knew. The result of God’s action in Christ is 

justification that brings life for all (Romans 5:18). God has bound all people over to 

disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all (Romans 11:32). God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting people’s sins against them (2 Corinthians 

5:19). As a result, we can put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, 

and especially of those who believe (1 Timothy 4:10).  

 

When we stop and think about it, when we pull ourselves out of the intramural doctrinal 

squabbling that has for far too long passed for Christianity, we see that this is the point of 

the whole New Testament through to the end of Revelation, especially through to the end 

of Revelation. Sin loses. Evil loses. Corrupt power loses. Pollution loses. Suffering loses. 

M.S. loses. Cancer loses. Divorce loses. Crime loses. Death loses. We win! 

 

So now we can say with Paul when we’re being criticized, when we’re wondering where 

the money will come from, when we’re worried about the state of the nation or whatever 

dangers we face, when we’re facing temptation to do what we should not do, even when 

we have just received devastating news:  

 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall trouble or hardship 

or persecution or famine  

or nakedness or danger or sword?  

In all these things  

we are more than conquerors  

through him who loved us. 

 

For I am convinced  

knowing what I know about God  

that nothing,  

neither death nor life,  

nothing in the world as it is 

or the world as it shall be— 

Suppose by some wild flight of imagination  

that there emerged a different reality  

(Star Trek is right),  

a brave new world,  

an alternative universe,  

suppose even that  

—not even that could separate us  

from the love of God  



that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

 

God bleeds for me, for you.   

And I can trust him  

and the future he intends for us.” 

 

If we get the word out on this, imagine what faith and hope can create, what faith and 

hope can make possible. If people can only see that we have a future we can trust! 

 

Most of us, even we who go to church in America, don’t see this. We play with the idea. 

We flirt with it. But we’re busy. We’re distracted. We’ve got stuff to do with our lives. 

It’s hard, hard work living as if our future were all up to us. So we live on the borderlands 

of grace. We have good moments, but we keep forgetting the future we can trust. The 

challenge is to let go. Deep down inside let go. Trust God. All the way. All the time. No 

matter what happens. In absolutely all things.   

—Dale Pauls 

 


